
August ___, 2012 
 
Mr. Ian MacRae, President 
WPD Canada Corporation 
2233 Argentia Road, Suite 102 
Mississauga, ON  L5N 2X7 
 
Re: Moratorium re health -- White Pines IWT project, South Marysburgh, Prince Edward County 
 
Dear Mr. MacRae, 
 
It is astonishing that wpd Canada and its German parent wpd GmbH display such disrespect for the 
citizens of Ontario, who have been urging the Ontario government to impose an immediate moratorium 
on wind energy development in Ontario. The recent announcement of the proposed independent study 
by Health Canada shows that not only in Ontario but across Canada and around the world, there is 
mounting evidence that people living near wind projects are suffering. It is also clear that setbacks for 
IWT should be as much as 5 km, as proposed most recently in Australia.  
 
Why proceed with your project in the County when your company could be liable for causing hundreds 
of families in South Marysburgh to face ill health? It would be prudent for your corporation to adopt a 
precautionary approach. It would be irresponsible to do otherwise. 
 
A recent plebiscite in the Prince Edward County township of South Marysburgh indicates clearly (90%) 
that the community is opposed to wind development.  A moratorium would go a long way in recognizing 
the health concerns many people have about wind turbines.  
 
Given the risk to Ontario’s rural families, proceeding with this project before the Health Canada study is 
completed and reflected in the Ministry of the Environment’s regulations would demonstrate total 
disregard for the well being of neighbouring families.  Please do the right thing and support a 
moratorium on wind energy development pending the Health Canada report.   
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Name 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address 
 
cc.  Prince Edward County Council 
 CCSAGE -- County Coalition for Safe and Affordable Green Energy 



August ___, 2012 
 

Mr. Ian MacRae, President 

WPD Canada Corporation 

2233 Argentia Road, Suite 102 

Mississauga, ON  L5N 2X7 

 

Re: Natural environment -- White Pines IWT project, South Marysburgh, Prince Edward County 

 

Dear Mr. MacRae, 

Your proposed IWT project in Prince Edward County will result in significant decreases in wildlife 

populations given that they must avoid wind turbines spread  over almost the entire South Shore of 

Prince Edward County.  

Set in the midst of the Important Bird Area (IBA), your turbines will be a major obstacle to the 

approximately 12 million birds that use this area as their flyway. Some of the bird populations passing 

through the area are endangered or at-risk. Even a small percentage of bird kills in these populations 

could threaten species survival. 

Other air-based animals, such as bats and butterflies also use this flyway. Proximity to turbines causes 

bats’ lungs to explode. Decreases in bat populations will not only affect biodiversity, but will result in an 

increase in insect populations. 

The land-based animals who call this area home are also at risk. Studies have shown that wildlife near 

existing wind turbine projects abandon the areas within approximately 10 kilometers. This forces 

populations to compete even more fiercely for scarce resources such as food, water, and shelter. The 

additional energy expenditure of having to travel greater distances during their migration to avoid wind 

turbine arrays, can reduce fat stores enough to cause death. And there is a cumulative effect of multiple 

wind turbine projects that must also be considered.  

Please cancel your proposed project for the South Shore of Prince Edward County. The damages to the 

area are clearly outlined above.  

Sincerely,  
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Name 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address 
 
cc.  Prince Edward County Council 
 CCSAGE -- County Coalition for Safe and Affordable Green Energy



August ___, 2012 
 

Mr. Ian MacRae, President 

WPD Canada Corporation 

2233 Argentia Road, Suite 102 

Mississauga, ON  L5N 2X7 

 

Re: 90% said NO -- White Pines IWT project, South Marysburgh, Prince Edward County 

 

Dear Mr. MacRae, 

 

On your website and in your literature, you clearly indicate that it is your intention to work closely with 

the communities in which your projects are located. I read on your website about your efforts exceeding 

the requirements to the extent that you have “satisfied locals”. 

 

On July 14th, 2012 a plebiscite was held in South Marysburgh. In order to be eligible to vote, you had to 

prove that you were either a resident or a landowner in the ward. If you did not bring proper 

identification including photo ID and either a tax bill or other “official” correspondence verifying same, 

you were not allowed to vote. 

The question was:  

Do you want industrial wind turbines installed in South Marysburgh like the ones proposed by WPD 

Canada and Gilead Power for their projects near Milford and on the south shore? 

There was a larger voter turnout for this vote than for the most recent provincial election. The results: 

Total number of ‘Yes’ votes: 51; total number of ‘No’ votes: 489; total number of spoiled ballots: 2. 

90% said NO to industrial wind turbines in their community! 

Given this level of community opposition to your project, I urge you to live up to the words on your 

website and in your literature and cancel this project. There is no way you are going to be able to claim 

to have “satisfied locals” in this community. 

Sincerely,  
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Name 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address 
 
cc.  Prince Edward County Council 
 CCSAGE -- County Coalition for Safe and Affordable Green Energy



August ___, 2012 
 

Mr. Ian MacRae, President 

WPD Canada Corporation 

2233 Argentia Road, Suite 102 

Mississauga, ON  L5N 2X7 

 

Re: Minimal economic benefits -- White Pines IWT project, Prince Edward County 

 

Dear Mr. MacRae, 

 

Your proposed IWT project in Prince Edward County will have a negative effect on the economy in the 

area. It is only the landowners who have signed turbine leases with your corporation who will benefit 

directly from this project. It is public knowledge that at least four of the landowners have addresses 

outside the County. 

The Municipality will receive negligible tax revenues from your project. The Ontario government has 

capped values on wind turbines for property tax purposes at $40,000 per MW of installed capacity. 

Given the 2.05 MW capacity of the turbines in your project, this means tax revenues will be collected on 

the basis of $82,000 in value per turbine. Using the industrial mill rate of $0.0117851, the Municipality 

will receive a paltry $966.38 per turbine per year. For the 29 turbines, this amounts to $28,024.97 per 

year. This will be offset by the decrease in the property value of houses in the proximity of the turbines, 

damage to roads, noise and construction disturbance affecting tourism. 

There may be one or two “maintenance” jobs as the result of your project. Given the $679,000 in 

income your firm will receive from each turbine, one or two jobs at approximately $40,000 per year is a 

pittance. And, as noted in the report by the Auditor General (2011), it has been shown than 4 to 5 jobs 

are lost for each one gained in an area with these huge turbines. 

I contend that the combined “economic benefit” is not sufficient to justify the significant drawbacks 

associated with the industrialization of the County. These drawbacks include harm to local wildlife, 

irreparable changes to the environment, declining property values, and ill health for those living too 

close to the turbines. 

We were not asked if we wanted the turbines here. When asked recently in our plebiscite, 90% voted 

NO! Do not install these turbines in South Marysburgh. We do not want them here.  

Sincerely,  
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Name 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address 
 
cc.  Prince Edward County Council 
 CCSAGE -- County Coalition for Safe and Affordable Green Energy



August ___, 2012 
 

Mr. Ian MacRae, President 

WPD Canada Corporation 

2233 Argentia Road, Suite 102 

Mississauga, ON  L5N 2X7 

 

Re: Higher electricity prices -- White Pines IWT project, South Marysburgh, Prince Edward County 

 

Dear Mr. MacRae, 

I am writing to express my concerns about your proposed industrial wind turbine project in South 

Marysburgh, Prince Edward County.  

Your proposed project will result in significantly higher electricity prices for all consumers in Ontario. 

This has been corroborated by various independent sources such as the CD Howe Institute, the Ontario 

Society of Professional Engineers, and the Ontario Auditor General. 

Many families in Ontario can barely afford the cost of electricity now, but it is estimated that, if the FIT 

program continues at its proposed rate, electricity rates will jump from $1,400 per year per household in 

2010 to $2,600 per year per household in 2022.  

Many companies are relocating outside of Ontario because they can no longer afford to operate within 

this province. At least one large employer in the County has indicated that rising electricity rates are a 

major concern for continued operation here. 

As a corporation operating in this province, I would hope you would be interested in promoting the 

overall health of the province’s economy and not promoting the growth of only one sector to the 

detriment of all other sectors. It behooves industries to be aware of their role in the economy and be 

good corporate citizens. This would include being forthright in negotiating a fair price for their product 

or service rather than accepting what is clearly an inflated price at the expense of the taxpayers of the 

province. Ontarians cannot afford the FIT program as it is currently operating.  

I urge you to consider the economic impact your project will have on families and small businesses in 

Ontario and withdraw your project. 

Sincerely,  
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Name 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address 
 
cc.  Prince Edward County Council 
 CCSAGE -- County Coalition for Safe and Affordable Green Energy



August ___, 2012 
 

Mr. Ian MacRae, President 

WPD Canada Corporation 

2233 Argentia Road, Suite 102 

Mississauga, ON  L5N 2X7 

 

Re: Multiple issues -- White Pines IWT project, South Marysburgh, Prince Edward County 

 

Dear Mr. MacRae, 

 

I am deeply concerned about your company’s proposed industrial wind turbine project in South 

Marysburgh, Prince Edward County. 

 

In my opinion this project should not be allowed to proceed for the following reasons: 

 

 Siting of this project in an important bird area poses serious threats to the 12 million birds that 

use this route as their bi-annual flyway. 

 Other wildlife will be similarly compromised when 29 IWT’s are placed in their migration route / 

habitat. Cumulative effects of all projects must be considered. 

 Wind energy is an unreliable energy source requiring gas powered back up. 

 There has been no proven reduction in CO2 in countries that have been using wind energy for 

many years. 

 There will be an overall negative effect on the economy, business, and residential properties in 

the area. 

 The risks of adverse effects on human health are not yet fully understood when IWT’s are placed 

too close to residences. 

 The community has voted overwhelmingly (90%) against this project. 

 

For these reasons, I urge you to cancel your plans to install these industrial monstrosities in Prince 

Edward County. 

 

Sincerely,  
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Name 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address 
 
cc.  Prince Edward County Council 
 CCSAGE -- County Coalition for Safe and Affordable Green Energy 


